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Summary of wastewater discussion
Background and key details regarding the proposed pressure 
sewer system:

•	 In 2017, the community group and council approached 
Barwon Water to address the wastewater issue in Forrest 
following town discussions that had prioritised “the stink 
around town” as a key priority.

•	 As a first step in the wastewater investigation project, Colac 
Otway Shire (Council) undertook an audit of the performance 
of existing onsite wastewater systems in Forrest in Oct 2017. 

•	 The audit of existing onsite wastewater systems found 
failures in the septic systems in up to 70% of residences.

•	 Rationale for considering a wastewater system: 
	o	 Sanitation, hygiene, odours 
	o	 Environmental protection and concerns regarding  
		 current run-off 

o	 Potential for economic development, additional  
		 businesses and houses 
	o	 Public toilets

•	 Various wastewater infrastructure options were looked in 
to and a pressure sewer system was identified as the most 
viable and cost-effective option for Forrest. 

•	 A pressure sewer system for Forrest is being proposed, 
Barwon Water has included the project in their 2023 – 2028 
price submission period. “The Essential Services Commission 
is an independent State based regulator that promotes the 
long-term interests of Victorian consumers with respect 
to the price, quality and reliability of essential services” 
(Barwon Water). 

•	 There are 38 unsewered towns in Barwon Water 
catchment. Barwon Water proposed to look at 1 town in 
each 5-year pricing submission period. For this period, that 
town is Forrest.� Continued Page 5

Many of the FP readers would agree it was a fantastic turn out 
to the Forrest Futures meeting held in the Grasstree Building on 
Grant Street on the 17th of June. The community meeting was 
organized by the Forrest and District Community Group with an 
aim to share information and open further discussion on the 
proposed wastewater treatment upgrade for the township. 

Barwon Water representatives were in attendance and presented 
the background and status of the project, and answered 
questions. This was followed by further community discussion 
on what the upgrade might mean for the district and possible 
community growth. There was great input from the floor and 
a keen-ness to understand what the future might look like for 
the area in coming years. The interest shown by the community 
has prompted Barwon Water to look at hosting a follow up 
community engagement session (location and date TBA).  

For those interested, please monitor the Forrest Facebook page 
for any updates, or check in at the General Store noticeboard. 
Anyone interested in getting more involved with the Forrest 
and District Community Group can come along to the monthly 
meetings held on the first Monday of each month from 6pm at 
the Grasstree Building, please reach out to Sharon Bradshaw to 
RSVP – sharbradshaw@outlook.com. 

Emma Pakula, Chair of the Committee of Management of the 
Forrest and District Neighborhood House, has summarized 
the minutes from the meeting below. If you would like to 
receive a full transcript of the meeting minutes, please email 
forrestcommunity@gmail.com. For regular updates from 
Barwon Water you can visit their website - www.yoursay.
barwonwater.vic.gov.au/forrest-hub-forrest-wastewater.

Rupert Grout

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and waters around us, and pay our respects to Elders past and present.  
We respect their cultural heritage and knowledge here in Forrest where the waters flow over Gadubanud and Gulidjan Country.

Independent summary of the Forrest Futures Meeting
by Emma Pakula. Chair, Committee of Management of the Forrest & District Neighbourhood House.  
Reviewed by Barwon Water and Forrest Community Group before finalisation.

Forrest Futures Meeting Recap
Image source: 

Gillian Brew
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Have Your Say
Council’s Draft Colac Botanic Gardens Master Plan is currently 
on exhibition with the community invited to view the plan and 
provide feedback. Submissions close Monday 5 August 2024.

For further information and to provide feedback, visit Council’s 
website at www.colacotway.vic.gov.au and click Have Your 
Say from the homepage. Hard copies of all documents can be 
viewed at Council’s Customer Service Centres in Colac (2-6 Rae 
Street) and Apollo Bay (100 Great Ocean Road).

Local Government Election – October 2024
In October 2024 Victorian local councils, including Colac Otway 
Shire will go to election. The rules for council-enrolled voters 
have changed ahead of the 2024 council elections – find out if 
you need to enrol with Colac Otway Shire Council to vote. 

In a Victorian local council election there are two types of 
voters:
1.	 State-enrolled (automatically enrolled to vote in the 2024 

Colac Otway Shire Council elections).
2.	 Council-enrolled (must apply to be enrolled and include 

owner ratepayers, occupier ratepayers and corporation 
representatives).

Some ratepayers can apply to become council-enrolled voters 
in Colac Otway Shire if they are:
•	 a property owner, occupier or represent a corporation
•	 18 years or older on election day (26 October 2024)
•	 not a State-enrolled voter within the Colac Otway Shire area.

All enrolment forms must be received by Council no later than 
4pm on Wednesday 7 August 2024.

You can only vote once in each municipality, no matter how 
many properties you own or occupy.

For more information visit www.colacotway.vic.gov.au/
election2024 or call Council on (03) 5232 9400.

Standing for Council in the upcoming Local 
Government election
If you’re interested in standing for Council at the upcoming Local 
Government elections, visit Council’s website for updates and 
information. Visit www.colacotway.vic.gov.au and click Council 
Elections from the homepage. Information for candidates can 
also be found at the Victorian Electoral Commission website 
www.vec.vic.gov.au and Municipal Association of Victoria  
www.mav.asn.au 

Colac Otway Shire News

Colac Service Centre: 2- 6 Rae Street, Colac, Open: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5pm  
Phone: 5232 9400  Email: inq@colacotway.vic.gov.au  
or find us online: www.colacotway.vic.gov.au

Shakespeare's 
Insult for August

So this one fits for those who are a bit 
more ecclesiastical, and surprisingly 

equally those who aren't!!

"...I'd set my ten 
commandments  

IN YOUR FACE"  
Henry VI, Part II.

Following the interest in the origin of the name 
Yaugher in the June Forrest Post, I have enquired 
further and submit this alternative idea.
My great grandfather, Stephen Henry Blundy, selected 
land in what was then named Gerangamete and 
became known as Yaugher, in around 1876.
He came from Rainham in Kent and there is still a 
Yaugher Lane at nearby Hartlip.

His Blundy descendents always presumed that that 
was where the name came from.Google searches 
found the Forrest History Newsletters Volume 2, Issue 
5 2008 and September 2012 which both had articles 
about Yaugher and the Blundy family history. Scan 
the QR code to visit the Forrest and District Historical 
Society’s online library of newsletters. 

Lois Kemp

The Yaugher Saga Continues...
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Camping in Australia, especially in Forrest, is more exciting 
than ever. Modern trends are transforming traditional outdoor 
experiences into unforgettable adventures, making camping 
a must-do for everyone. Camping in Australia is a fantastic way 
to soak in the country’s breathtaking open spaces and natural 
beauty. It's also significantly contributing to the economy, thanks 
to Australia’s ideal climate and a vast network of camping grounds 
and sites. The numbers speak for themselves: as of 2023, there 
were nearly 859,000 caravans and campervans registered, marking 
a 21% increase since 2019 – an all-time record! Whether it’s the 
allure of van life, the ever-present housing affordability crisis, or 
simply a growing love for adventure, exploration, and nature; the 
emerging camping trends offer something for everyone.

Forrest Holiday Park has taken Australian modern camping 
trends to new heights with their recent cabin upgrades, 
ensuring a fun and comfortable stay for all, including for our 
furry friends. Their brand-new two-bedroom cabins, designed 
and constructed by Geelong builders ‘Comfy Pod’, are ideal 
for families or groups, providing plenty of space and all the 
comforts of home. Bringing beloved pets camping is also 
becoming increasingly desirable. Recently refurbished cabins 
at Forrest Holiday Park are now dog-friendly, complete with 
individual fences and access to a secure Dog Run for unleashed 
playtime. Each cabin includes dog beds, and food and water 
bowls, making it a haven for your furry companions.

The park’s upgrades were made possible through tourism 
grant funding from the Australian Government via Austrade. 
The invaluable partnership with Colac Otway Shire has been 
instrumental in bringing this vision to life.

Who said camping has to be uncomfortable? Glamping is another 
modern camping trend all about enjoying the great outdoors 

without sacrificing luxury. Forrest Holiday Park has embraced 
this trend with open arms. Their Pro Canvas Bell Tents offer cosy 
beds, couches, Bluetooth speakers, glassware, and more. Simply 
turn up to your site and find all the hard work is done for you! 
Forget roughing it – here, you can sip your morning coffee in 
comfort while soaking up the stunning views.

Eco-friendly camping is another welcome trend. Campers 
are increasingly committed to sustainable practices, using 
biodegradable toiletries, increasing recycling efforts, and 
incorporating clean energy solutions.

Another modern camping trend on the rise is solo camping, with 
more people inspired by camping vloggers and reality TV shows 
like ‘Alone’. This trend encourages adventurers to explore off-the-
beaten-path locations and reconnect with nature on their own.

It turns out there are health benefits to camping—it promotes 
exercise, exposure to sunlight, and the chance to unplug and be 
present, all of which are proven to reduce stress and improve 
overall well-being.

Whether you’re a luxury-loving glamper, an eco-conscious 
camper, or a lone adventurer, modern camping trends offer 
something for everyone.

Laura Shawcross 

Lions Skin Cancer Screening Van in Forrest 21-22 September
The van will be parked at 14 Grant Street, 
outside the Forrest public hall.  
A dermoscopist will scan you in a private 
room. If they find suspicious spots, you’ll 
be given a diagram indicating the area of 
concern. They’ll advise you to show it to  
your doctor for further investigation.

We urge you to book now for a check.  
Its quick, non invasive, it could save your life.

Please call Lions Club of Forrest & District on 
0447 668 209 as soon as possible. Don’t miss out!

There may be vacancies on the day but bookings take priority. 

If you’d like to join us after your scan, there’ll be a Sausage Sizzle  
in support of Childhood Cancer Research.

FREE Skin checks courtesy of Lions ~ We serve Image source lionsvdcf.org.au

For bookings call Lions Club of Forrest & District on 0447 668 209

Discovering Modern Camping Trends

AND IT'S 
FREE
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Forrest & District Neighbourhood House - AUGUST
REGULAR ACTIVITIES AT THE F&DNH

 FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM FOR UP TO DATE INFO AND EVENTS!      

OPEN: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (at the hall), 8.30am-3.30pm FRI 8.30am-12.30pm. 
Office hours may change or be limited if coordinator or volunteers are unavailable.  
Please phone ahead if required   Ph: 03 5236 6597 or 0493 105 502   
E: forrest.nh@gmail.com  A: Community Hub - 47 Grant Street, Forrest 3236

MONDAYS - office not open to the 
general public
Craft circle:10am- 12pm. BYO craft 
projects. Gold coin donation.

TUESDAYS -open 8.30am-3.30pm
Seniors morning tea: First Tuesday of 
the month, 10.30am-11.30am. FREE. 
Weeding group: 4th Tues of the month 
10am-12pm. Contact Susan Langridge 
for more details 0498 592 364.
Playgroup: 10am-12pm. Gold coin or 
$10 per term.
Pantry top up and food boxes: please 
contact coordinator to arrange or just 
visit the pantry after top up (from 
12pm). Food for all in the community

WEDNESDAYS - open 8.30am-3.30pm
Yoga: 9.10-10.30am, $15 per class 
Forrest voices (singing for fun): 11am-
12pm. Gold coin.
Studio Forrest art group: 1pm-5pm, 
$200 per semester. Peer led artist group.
Book club: 1st Wed of the month 
7.30pm. Gold coin
Pantry top up: evening after 8pm. Food 
is available to all in the community.
THURSDAYS - coordinator located at 
the hall
Community lunch: Take away or dine 
in. Order on Wednesdays through 
Facebook or text 0493105502, pick up 
from the hall at 12.30pm on the day. $6. 
Return containers each week!

FRIDAYS - open 8.30am-12.30pm
Youth space: Friday afternoons during 
school terms. *3.30-4.30pm for grades 
4-6. *4pm-4.30pm for high school aged. 
Gold coin each week or $10 per term. 
Snacks, games and fun provided.
Pantry top up: (late evening)

SATURDAYS - Forrest community gym 
bootcamp: 8am and 9am sessions. 
Contact coordinator for membership 
information and to sign up.

WE ALSO HAVE: Free WiFi • Printing services • Room hire  • Community spaces • Reading room • Food share • Clothes swap  
• Forrest & District Historical Society display and library • Treatment/massage room for hire • Office space • Computers and more! 

The writer has now met with Southern Otway Sustainable, the 
group looking after the similar project in Apollo Bay. A highly 
valuable meeting and a great group of like-minded individuals. 

Apollo Bay have had an initial Battery system study done by a 
company (some locals may know) called Mondo. Apollo Bay are 
stymied at the moment as they have no suitable locations for 
siting either battery or panels - all their hills point the wrong way!  
It turns out however that the main electrical feeder for Apollo Bay 
runs through Forrest (where we have a number of potential sites 
for both batteries and panels, along with some opportunities for 
alternative power input via for example hydro), so the writer is 
pursuing a potential "partner" relationship with Apollo Bay so that 
a joint arrangement may work beneficially for both parties. 

I've been invited by Apollo Bay/Southern Otways Sustainable to 
join them in a visit to Newstead Wind Farm and Battery system 
(BESS) which I will attend. A first meeting for interested parties has 
now been held to discuss the information to date and a followup 
meeting will be held after my Newstead visit, along with getting 
updates from Mondo regarding organising an initial study for 
Forrest through them. This will enable the future options/choices 
for Forrest to be made clearer. The date/place will be advised. 
Initial discussions with the Forrest District Community Group are 
to be held soon to confirm whether they can be the auspicing 
body for any future study as well as the eventual project.

Mike Juleff

Thank you to all those involved in the Humanitarian Aid 
Fundraiser on Sunday 21st July at the Forrest Hall. The event 
was a great success, raising over $5,000 which will be donated 
to the PAL Humanity Initiative in Gaza, the Darfur Women’s 
Action Group in Sudan, and the Free West Papua campaign.

This effort would not have been possible without the immense 
care and generosity shown by our Otways community who 
attended, donated, volunteered their time, artistry and skills to 
the event.

A special thank-you goes out to Ely from Dar Tèta and Max + 
Katie from Top Of The Otways for catering the event free-of-
charge, to the artists who donated special artworks for the 
raffle, and to all our volunteers and performers who made the 
day so rich and warming.

You can reach us at otwaysmutualaid@gmail.com with any 
queries about the event or future initiatives. 
Shani, Zephlyn, Bel & Tania

Community Battery UPDATE

Humanitarian Aid  
Fundraiser Success
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•	 “Barwon Water remains committed to delivering this 
project in line with the community's vision and supporting 
the prosperity of the town” (Barwon Water). The project 
is expected to commence before 2028, subject to a viable 
business case and ongoing community support.

•	 Barwon Water has been working to identify a suitable 
property to locate the treatment plant and are in the 
processes of securing an appropriate location and are 
hopeful.   

•	 The cost to landowners is the connection from the house 
to the sewer and the ongoing Barwon Water residential 
sewerage tariff of “$635.76 per household per year (subject 
to annual CPI increases)” (Barwon Water).  

•	 Barwon Water is looking into potential options to support 
connection costs for some households. 

Diverse views were shared by participants. Key points 
discussed include:
•	 Varied experiences of the Community Group and Barwon 

Water’s community engagement strategies, and the need to 
reach everyone.

•	 Appropriate location of the treatment 
plant to avoid potential environmental 
and flood-related risks with the Barwon 
River.

•	 Affordability of the connection costs and 
ongoing costs for some households in 
Forrest. The importance for Barwon Water 
to consider assistance for vulnerable 
households.

•	 Clarification of the township boundary for 
connection to the sewer system.

•	 Concerns regarding odours, sanitation 
and hygiene, environmental protection, 
and public health risk associated with the 
current situation.  

•	 Plausibility of managing town sanitation 
if the project did not proceed, and how 
to handle the 70% of houses with non-
compliant septics (costs of upgrades faced by landowners, 
effective life of septics, current effluent run off, etc).

•	 Potential arrangements for landowners who have newly 
built systems.

•	 Learnings from other towns such as Blackwood and Skenes 
Creek’s planning provisions and character protections

Summary of discussion regarding post-
wastewater development and a Character 
Study for Forrest
Context provided by the Community Group
•	 Once waste-water system is in place, there is potential 

for Colac Otway Shire (Council) to approve decisions that 
increase residential supply in Forrest that could lead to 
growth and development. These include:  
o  More sub-division of existing plots 
o  �Re-zoning of some plots of land surrounding the 

township for residential purposes 
•	 Current residential supply, land provision and zoning 

are outlined in Council’s Current Forrest Structure Plan - 
August 2011

•	 The current Structure Plan does not consider the implications 
of the proposed addition of a sewage system.

•	 A Neighbourhood Character Study is a tool that takes into 
account the values and aims of the community to inform, 
which would inform a revised Forrest Structure Plan, 

including any changes to residential supply, land provision 
and zoning.

•	 The Forrest Community Group is advocating for Council to 
undertake a Neighbourhood Character Study asap. 

•	 The Community Group has a view that the town needs 
more permanent people to help the town prosper, and a 
sustainable growth target of 400 residents is outlined in the 
Forrest & District Plan: Toward 2030. 

•	 Independent facilitation of a community discussion 
(facilitated by Rachel Lopes) occurred by inviting groups 
of meeting participants to identify community values 
and priorities to support ongoing discussions with Colac 
Otway Shire (Council) and Barwon Water and help inform a 
Character Study.

Diverse views were shared by participants. Key points 
discussed include:
•	 There are mixed views on the need for growth and what it 

should look like. The nature of the discussion did not allow 
for conversation on each point to determine consensus 

view. Points raised included:
•	 Maintaining low density development
•	 �Preserving the town's character 

(village atmosphere, quiet sleepy 
town, natural beauty)

•	 Preserving the environment
•	 �Managed growth, preventing over-

development
•	 �Varying views on sub-division from 

not supporting sub-division to 
supporting appropriate sub-division 
that maintains town character.

•	 �A good balance between 
permanent residences and holiday 
accommodation

•	 �Avoiding development’s that 
exacerbate inequality and 
displacement of current population.

•	 The need for additional services to 
support existing community, such as for families, elderly, 
people with disability, etc.

•	 The need for accessible public toilets and better 
infrastructure.

•	 Maintaining the farming corridors into town
•	 Concerns over social housing without the appropriate 

services to support people
•	 The Rec Reserve, and it’s connection to services 
•	 Supporting fairness and diversity
•	 Noting that limited employment and affordable housing 

currently a barrier to attracting new permanent population.

Next steps
•	 Community Group invited community members to attend 

meetings and expressed a need and interest for more 
members to join the Committee.

•	 Barwon Water will continue to provide more opportunities 
for information sharing and community engagement.

•	 The Community Group received feedback encouraging 
a more comprehensive and inclusive process to occur 
for community participation and engagement in a 
Neighbourhood Character Study (pending funding by 
Council). 

If you would like to receive and read a full transcript of 
the meeting minutes, taking by Gillian Brew, please email 
forrestcommunity@gmail.com. 

Independent Summary: Forrest Future Meeting - continued from P1

The current Structure 
Plan does not consider 
the implications of the 
proposed addition of a 

sewage system... 

The Forrest Community 
Group is advocating for 

Council to undertake 
a Neighbourhood 

Character Study asap.
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On the middle weekend of the July school holidays, 20 young 
people between the ages of 8 and 13 took part in a series of 
abstract art making workshops with Barwon Downs artist, 
Rachel King. Rachel is an oil painter and creative art therapist 
in training whose work supporting artists who are neuro 
diverse and/or living with disability has led her to a particular 
passion for art making that is inclusive to all. She is endlessly 
inspired by the way young people are willing to try new things 
and make a mess. 

The aim of the workshop series was to address the barriers of 
cost and travel to school holiday activities for local families.  
Over the course of the weekend, kids from Forrest and 
Birregurra were challenged to engage with art materials with a 
focus on process and curiosity rather than an outcome. Rachel 
challenged the kids with drawing exercises before she guided 
them through a process of layering art materials gradually to 
create texture and composition. 

The workshops were truly the product of community 
collaboration. The Birregurra Art Show Committee made them 
possible by funding the purchase of high quality art materials and 
supplementing the cost of the tickets. Renee from the Forrest 
Neighbourhood House made these workshops happen with her 
support in the lead up and on the day. The Forrest Men's Shed 
donated and cut 30 plywood boards for the kids to paint on and 
the Birregurra Community Health Centre rented the space out 
for free. The Barwon Heads Arts Hub also hosted Rachel to run 
an additional workshop which included a tour of ‘Seascapes’, a 
group exhibition of which Rachel had three paintings on display. 

The workshop series will continue next school holidays at the 
Gellibrand Neighbourhood House and Deans Marsh Community 
Cottage. Rachel hopes to continue to run workshops locally for 
children and adults, so watch this space!  

Rachel King  Rachelking.au / @racheking

Abstract Art for Kids  
with Local Artist Rachel

Image source: 
Rachel King
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Henry Lawson’s story The Drover’s Wife is a deeply loved Australian 
classic and writer-director-lead actor Leah Purcell needed to do 
something special when making the film of this tale. Judge it for 
yourselves – the film is the August Forrest Flicks Film Society movie.

The Drover’s Wife: the Legend of Molly Johnson tells the story 
of a woman raising her children in a lonely slab hut in the Snowy 
Mountains in the 1890s while her husband is away droving. Purcell 
adds more context about the lawlessness of the times, particularly 
for First Nations people and women who find themselves without the 
protection of a white man. Needless to say, there is some violence.

Purcell won best actress for her performance in the film at the 
2022 AACTA Awards. The film also won the Jury Grand Prix at the 
Asia Pacific Screen Awards and best feature film at the Antipodean 
Film Festival  in the same year.

The film is showing at the Forrest Hall on Thursday 8 August. Doors 
open at 7 pm with a free glass of wine, nibbles and cheese. The 
movie starts at 7:30, followed by tea, coffee, biscuits and a chance 
to chat about the film with neighbours and friends.

Forrest Flicks Film Society subscriptions can be purchased online 
using the QR code in the picture or at the door with cash only:

•	 Any 5 films throughout the year: $60 – concession $40
•	 Any 3 films throughout the year: $40 – concession $30

You can also try one film for a donation of $15/$12 concession on 
the night. � Mary Dracup

A fresh take on  
The Drover’s Wife 

Each June, Studio Forrest participants show their previous 12 
months artworks at the Forrest Hall. Based on a theme agreed 
by the group, different techniques are shared and trialled and 
the results exhibited.  During 23-24 the theme was Earth. 

The exhibition ran from 19 June to 7 July and showcased a 
range of artworks including ceramics, works produced with 
ochres and canvas buried and dug up to reveal the marks left 
behind. Some group works displayed were 'Deep Dive into Dirt' 
where artists explored soils under the microscope and found 
ways to represent and reproduce them. 'Earth Moves' was a 
fun group exercise using a sound track to encourage the group 
to use their feet to dance sourced ochres and soils into the 
canvas surface. A group trip to Red Rock was an opportunity 
to explore different aspects of our landscape.

Thanks to those who came along and supported the exhibition 
and local art by purchasing artworks, and we are grateful to 
those who lent a helping hand to help make the opening a 
nurturing community event.

The next 8 months will be an exciting time as Studio Forrest's the 
10 artists prepare to participate in the Lorne Sculpture Biennale 
'Strata' in March 2025. This is the first time a local group has 
been accepted into this renowned arts event. The group is 
unable to welcome new members until after the biennale but 
look forward to sharing the results with the community at the 
next annual exhibition, or come visit us in Lorne in March.

Studio Forrest is based at the Forrest Community Hub and is a 
program of the Forrest & District Neighbourhood House.

Gillian Brew - for Studio Forrest

Studio Forrest 2023-24 Art Exhibition - EARTH - In Review

Image source: Gillian Brew
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Lois (nee Wilhelms) and husband Rod Kemp, purchased their 
Birregurra Forrest Road farm in 1986, however this was not the 
first connection Lois had to Forrest and surrounds.

Her grandparents on her mother’s side, the Blundy’s, owned the 
adjacent farm and when Lois was a young girl she would love 
to visit, spending happy holidays and exploring the immediate 
area. Her mother and Uncle grew up on the farm, walking 
along the railway line to Forrest Primary. Come January, Lois 
and the extended family will be celebrating what would be her 
mother’s centenary in the Hall. They had a similar celebration 
for her father in April with approximately 50 from near and far 
attending. 

The Wilhelms family, who farmed at Upper Gellibrand, came to 
the Methodist church services in Forrest. Alf Wilhelms first met 
Lorna Blundy there as a baby and married her there in 1947. Lois' 
grandfather, Alf Blundy, ran the Sunday School at the church for 
decades. The site of his church is marked with a plaque across 
from the Police Station. 

Rod fell in love with the area from Lois’ connections and soon 
carried on the farming tradition loved by his in-laws. 

Lois was recently approached by the Gerangamete and Forrest 
Landcare group to assist with making cloth bags for members in 
their fight against the horrid Phytopthora root rot or die back. 
When members are in the field they need to carry a Metho spray 
bottle, a hoof pick and a brush to clean their boots to avoid 
spreading this disease. To keep these items isolated in a special 
bag assists with containing the contamination. 

Lois has been an avid Charity worker for decades, so there was 
no hesitation with her response to assist. She upcycled a vibrant 
Pakistani sheet to make an initial ten bags.  

Years ago Lois joined a local group making Boomerang Bags. 
Since then she has been producing up to 100 bags annually! 

But her charity fingers do not rest! She knits for Geelong Babies, 
and KOGO (knit one give one) whilst still finding time to play 
the ukulele, choir singing, reading, travel and tend their super 
productive garden. 

Lois embodies the definition of charity and her family connection 
to Forrest is permanently embedded in Blundy Street asphalt. 

Noor Petersen

Lois, Bags and Blundy 

 

Tuesday, 6 August, 10AM & 1PM
“You have your secret dreams. 

Follow them. 
Make them come true.”
From The Peasant Prince 

by Li Cunxin

Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre
95-97 Gellibrand Street, Colac VIC 3250

BOOK NOW: 
At copacc.com.au, 

at the Box Office and 
on 03 5232 9418 (#2).

Adult $79.90, 
Concession $74.90, 
Child (u16) $69.90, 
Family of 4: $280, 

Group 10+: $70 each 

Wednesday, 14 August, 11AM
Gina Hogan in

A Country Girl at Heart
BOOK NOW:

At copacc.com.au, 
at the Box Office and 
on 03 5232 9418 (#2).

Single Ticket $24, 
Concession $21.60, 

COPACC 2024 Member $19.20

Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre
95-97 Gellibrand Street, Colac VIC 3250
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on 03 5232 9418 (#2).
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95-97 Gellibrand Street, Colac VIC 3250

Single Ticket $24,
Concession $21.60
COPACC 2024  
Member $19.20

BOOK NOW:
At copacc.com.au,

at the Box Office and
on 03 5232 9418 (#2)

Wednesday,  
14 August, 11am

Gina Hogan in

A Country Girl  
at Heart

Thursday,  
6 August, 10am &1pm

“You have your secret dreams.  
Follow them. Make them come true.”

From The Peasant Prince 
by Li Cunxin 

Adult $79.90,  
Concession $74.90,
Child (u16) $69.90, 
Family of 4: $280,

Group 10+: $70 each
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95-97 Gellibrand Street, Colac VIC 3250
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At copacc.com.au, 

at the Box Office and 
on 03 5232 9418 (#2).

Adult $79.90, 
Concession $74.90, 
Child (u16) $69.90, 
Family of 4: $280, 

Group 10+: $70 each 

Wednesday, 14 August, 11AM
Gina Hogan in

A Country Girl at Heart
BOOK NOW:

At copacc.com.au, 
at the Box Office and 
on 03 5232 9418 (#2).

Single Ticket $24, 
Concession $21.60, 

COPACC 2024 Member $19.20

Colac Otway Performing Arts & Cultural Centre
95-97 Gellibrand Street, Colac VIC 3250
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• New homes &
renovations
• Hot & cold water services
• Spouting & downpipes
• Stormwater

• Motorised drain cleaning
• 1.5t excavator hire
• Solar hot water
installation
• Roofing

MATHEW SILVEY PLUMBING

Mobile: 0417 342 531
Licence No. 47995

=The finest soap, hand crafted in the Otways=

Otwaysoap.com

Social: @ otwaysoap

Ph: 0408 365 948

E: contact@otwaysoap.com

ADVERTISE WITH US
Reach local customers 

and visitors and support 
your local volunteer 

run news sheet. 

Proceeds go to the 
Forrest Primary School or 

Neighbourhood House 
for printing costs.

CONTACT US: 
theforrestpost@gmail.com 

for rates or more 
information

P: 03 5236 2288Monday - Friday: 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday: 9.00am - 12.00pm
birrepharmacy@hotmail.com

F: 03 5236 2280

40Main Street, Birregurra, VIC 3242

- PBS Prescriptions
- Free medication advice
- Webster packing
- Medical Certificates
- Repeat Scripts on file
- Vitamins advice
- Cosmetics & Fragrances
- NDSS (Diabetes Australia) Subagent
- Workcover & TAC
- Instore medication reviews
- eScripts &MySL

OPEN 6 DAYS

Birregurra
Pharmacy

AT: Forrest Men’s Shed – 6 Blundy St, Forrest 

FREE WIFI AT THE SHED

email fdms3236@gmail.com to  request 
a username & password

BUILDING PURPOSE  BUILDING INTEGRITY  BUILDING COMMUNITY

  7

Woodwork lathe machines - Table saw - mitre saw - 
metal welding 

FREE WIFI AT THE SHED
Forrest Men's Shed - 6 Blundy St, Forrest

email fdms3236@gmail.com to request  
a username & password

Woodwork lathe machines - table saw  
- mitre saw - metal welding

THE FORREST OP SHOP
WINTER OPEN TIMES SAT 11- 3PM

Clean donations in good repair welcome during open 
hours or by arrangement. Call Gillian 0422 585 227

Made in Forrest 
Real, traditional ciders, perry, cider brandy  

and pommeau apple cider liqueur.

contact Mike Juleff  0411 697 301  
email: mkjuleff@activ8.net.au

www.cruciblecider.com.au
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Our active local Gerangamete and Forrest group welcomes new 
members at all times but Landcare week (5-11 August) offers a 
good opportunity to give this a go. No experience is necessary 
and you can always choose your own level of exertion.

We’re combining with the Forrest School to plant a colourful, 
bushfire-resistant native garden bed at the school on Thursday 
8 August, 10-11am. School parents and others with a current 
Working With Children Check are welcome to join us. 

Then on Sunday 11 August, 10-12pm, we’ll be at the Hennigan 
Crescent bushland rehabilitation site, planting more of this 
year’s allocation of indigenous plants. If you’ve walked through 
the site recently you’ll know the new plants have been thriving 
and we’re definitely winning the battle against holly, blackberry 
and other weeds there. Recent rains and the Hamilton planter 
tools we use make planting pretty easy, and it’s worth coming 
along for the home-baked morning tea and chat that we always 
finish off with.  

You can pick up one of our beautifully made Phytopthora tool 
kits at our activities. These are handy to keep in your car, ready 
to quickly clean and disinfect boots and bike tyres before and 
after you go into the bush, to prevent the spread of dieback 
disease in the Otways.

Landcare activities are generally on the second Sunday and 
fourth Thursday of the month. In the past year we’ve had 
planting mornings, farm/garden tours, expert talks/workshops, 
maintained the Hennigan Crescent site and held a river health 
forum. The cost is just $10 per family per year. For information, 
email gerangametelandcare@gmail.com.

Mary Dracup 

A chance to give Landcare a try

Gerangamete and Forrest Landcarers mulching new plants

AGM 
11TH AUGUST - 11am  
at the Men’s Shed,  
Blundy St, Forrest

Members, the broader community 
and potential new members are 

WELCOME to support this  
town’s comprehensive asset.
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Barwon Water 
Updates 

Water Treatment Plant works complete
We’ve completed a major 
upgrade to the Forrest Water 
Treatment Plant on Grant Street 
and it’s now supplying the 
Forrest township with water. 
The upgrade followed the 
decommissioning of the original 
plant which was reaching the 
end of its operational life. 

The upgrade ensures we 
continue to provide you with 
high quality, affordable and 
secure services. Thank you for 
your patience while these 
essential works progressed. 

Following the manganese-related 
discoloured water in May, we 
have seen significant 
improvements in water clarity 
throughout the Forrest network. 

We’re continuing to perform 
frequent water quality testing 
throughout the town and 
optimising our water treatment 
plant processes to respond to any 
changes in water quality. 
The water remains safe to drink, 
in accordance with the Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines. If you 
have any queries, please call us.  

If you hold a valid concession card, you 
may be eligible for a discount on your 
water bill. We offer several payment and 
customer support options if you are 
having difficulty paying your water bill.

Learn 
more

Learn more about the 
Forrest wastewater project 

and more. Please visit our dedicated 
Forrest Hub website by scanning the 

QR code below.

50% 53% 4ML
Current 
minimum daily 
passing flow at 
West Barwon 

Wurdee 
Boluc 
Reservoir
as of late July

West 
Barwon 
Reservoir
as of late July

We’re here to help

Notification of Road Closures – Sunday 15 September 2024 
The annual Amy’s Great Ocean Road Gran Fondo Ride will be held on Sunday 15 September. 

4000-5000 cyclists will honour Amy Gillett's legacy by aiming to reduce fatalities and injuries among cyclists through increased safety 
awareness and education. Road closures will be implemented along sections of the course to provide the safest possible environment for 

road users. Some Residents will have the opportunity to cross the course in Skenes Creek and Forrest. 
 

GRAN FONDO 122KM ROAD CYCLING EVENT - SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER, 2024 
Road Location / Closure Approx. Times 
Mountjoy Parade, Lorne Between Otway St & William Rd 4.45 am – 10.00 am 
Mountjoy Parade, Lorne Between William Rd & Albert St 4.45 am – 4.30 pm 
Mountjoy Parade, Lorne Between Deans Marsh Road and Otway St 7.00 am – 8.45 am 
*As riders depart Lorne, Local Traffic will be intermittently permitted between the round-about at Lorne Supermarket and Otway St (Opposite Information centre) to access township. 
Deans Marsh – Lorne Road Between Birregurra – Deans Marsh Rd & Great Ocean Rd 6.30 am – 10.00 am 
Birregurra – Deans Marsh Road Between Birregurra – Forrest Rd & Birregurra – Forrest Rd 7.30 am – 10.30 am 
Birregurra – Forrest Road Between Birregurra – Forrest Rd & Colac-Forrest Rd 8.00 am – 12.00 pm 
Forrest – Apollo Bay Road Between Beech Forest Road (Turtons Track) & Colac Forrest Road 8.30 am – 1.30 pm 
Skenes Creek Road Between Great Ocean Road & Beech Forest Road (Turtons Track) 8.30 am – 2.00 pm 
Great Ocean Road (both directions) Between Skenes Creek Road, Skenes Creek & Bay St, Lorne 8.30 am – 3.30 pm 

MEDIO 45KM ROAD CYCLING EVENT - SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER, 2024 
Great Ocean Road Between Hardy St, Apollo Bay & Skenes Creek Road, Skenes Creek 10.45am – 11.30am 

  More details – 

  www.amysgranfondo.org.au 

  info@o2events.com.au  

  0456 479 606  
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Visit Forrest online at www.forrestvictoria.com

The Red Browed Finch is quite common in our 
District, and can be found throughout our Shire. 
It is found from Cape York in Queensland, and 
through a wide band to the South East of South 
Australia. They have been introduced to areas 
around Perth, and appear to be doing well there. 
It is found in a wide variety of habitats, from 
open heathland, woodlands, grassy clearings in 
rainforests, and will come into parks and gardens 
if there are seeding grasses to browse on. At 
Barongarook I used to put out a bowl of seed for 
them and they would become fairly tame. They 
are often found in small flocks where they forage 
on the ground and on grasses. They can be often 
found firstly by their call, which is a pleasant high 
pitched `pseet.`  Their nest is like a bottle on its 
side, made entirely of grass, with an entrance 
on one side, placed in a fork of a thick shrub. 4-6 
small white eggs are laid. Young birds do not have 
the red brow and beak like the adults, but have 
a grey beak and a duller plumage. Another great 
little bird that we have in our district!

Ian Davies and Adam Fry

The Red Browed Finch
BIRDS OF FORREST

SPONSORED BY

Welcome to the latest segment of ‘Overheard in Forrest’, a new 
addition to The Forrest Post. Intended to put a smile on your 
face, featuring funny conversations and comments overheard in 
our wanderings about town.

“Thank God for the woman on our street who never fails to 
remember which week is purple bin week. Now I just need her 
to organise the rest of my life.”

“The nice part about living in a small town is that when you 
don’t know what you’re doing, someone else does.” 

Stranger 1: “Did you hear about the guy that was afraid to  
                       plant an apple tree?” 
Stranger 2: “He just needed to grow a pear.”

Yours sincerely, The Forrest Fink 

If you’ve overheard something in Forrest that made you 
giggle, please feel free to contribute to this section. Email 
theforrestpost@gmail.com titled ‘Attn: Forrest Fink’. 

Disclaimer: All submissions will be anonymous under the 
alias of ‘The Forrest Fink’. All accusations in this segment  
are most likely incorrect & are intended as ‘a bit of a laugh’. 

OVERHEARD IN FORREST 

How long have you lived in the area?
I moved to Barongarook with my partner Merin and little one 
Remi in early 2023.

What is something people don’t know about you?
Dark chocolate and strong coffee make me sneeze  
like crazy!

What is your favourite thing about living in the Otways?
The mix of rugged coastline, cool temperate rainforests and 
volcanic lakes & plains all around me.

Forrest Faces: Shani Bell
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