
Forrest Historical Timeline 
        First inhabitants - Gadabanud and Gulidjan peoples   

1900s	� Forrest grows rapidy exporting timber 
and agricultural produce by rail. Private 
businesses flourish

1906 	 School moved to Forrest township
1920s 
1926	 Football ground built 
1930s
1937	 ‘The Tiger’ rail car introduced
1939 	 Black Friday bushfires threaten Forrest
1940s	� Royal Commission into the ‘39 fires orders 

relocation of bush mills to townships
1946 	 Frizon’s Mill established
1947	 Henry’s Mill moves to rail yards (Station St)
1948	 Sharp’s Mill moves to rail yards
1950s 
1953	� Lake Elizabeth formed due to landslide 

following heavy rains 
1957	� Railway ceases operation, replaced with 

road transport
1960s 	� Timber allocations decline and mills 

begin to close
1960-68	West Barwon Reservoir built 
1970s 	 TBC 
1980s 	 TBC 
1990s �	� Closure of primary schools and churches 

in nearby towns leave Forrest with the last 
remaining primary school and Anglican/
Uniting church in the area. 

1996	 Fire destroys Terminus Hotel 
1998 	 Terminus Hotel rebuilt

1880s  �	� European squatters arrive and begin farming in the area  
1885  	� School opens at Yaugher (settlement near current football ground)
1890s  �	� Completion of rail line to Yaugher Valley, renamed Forrest after politician Charles Forrest. 

Tramways built to feed timber from the bush mills to the Forrest rail head. 
	 First land sites for sale 
1891 �	� Post Office opens and other public buildings and churches are built

2000 to 2020s 
2003	 Last mill closes 
2003-2010 Decline in dairy farm operations 
2004	� Great Otway National Park 

established 
2004	 Forrest SoupFest commenced 
2005	 Forrest Mountain Bike Trails opened  
2007	� Neighbourhood House opens at the 

hall, auspiced by Otway Health
2009	� Public infrastructure investment in 

mountain bike trails increases tourism 
and encourages new business 
including Forrest Brewing Co., Corner 
Store, Mountain bike hire, Retro 
Road, Bespoke Harvest and Platypi 
Chocolate 

2011	 Tiger Rail Trail opens 
2014	� AirBnB accommodation venues begin 

to flourish 
2016	� DELWP relocates from Forrest to 

Barwon Downs 
2016	 Forrest Football Club goes into recess 
2018	� Forrest Gateway project – climate 

change investigations & 47 Grant 
Street feasibility studies 

2019	� DELWP site handed to community 
management 

2020	� Forrest & District Plan for the next 10 
years is produced
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The Forrest Terminus Hotel


