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As part of the Deakin University SDG research, six possible future scenarios for Forrest were developed outlining possible trajectories for different
combinations of sustainability priorities. Shown below are a table describing assumptions of outcomes for localised driving forces (driving forces

are derived from the shared socioeconomic pathways, a scenario framework developed for climate science), and following that, the narratives for
the six different scenarios.

SCENARIO

DRIVING FORCES

1. Sustainability in all aspects

2. Inclusive growth at the expense of the

(Environment, growth and inclusivity
prioritized)

environment

(Inclusivity and economic growth prioritized)

3. Prosperity without growth

4. Environmentally friendly growth in a

(Inclusivity and environment
prioritized)

divided community

(Environment and growth prioritized)

5. No sustainability agenda

(Worst case - sustainability not
prioritized)

6. BAU

Business As Usual

Population
Growth

Population grows through
migration and ageing population.
Excellent health care increases life

accidents decline. Forrest is a safe
place to live. Sustainable tourism
creates jobs, encouraging in-
migration. Housing availability is a
limiting factor.

expectancy and deaths from traffic

Population grows through migration, new
children, and ageing population. Excellent
health care increases life expectancy.
Deaths from traffic accidents decline.

Disaster resilience is improved. Forrest is a
safe place to live. New housing is built in
rezoned land to house new residents.

Economic growth encourages in-migration.

There is no drive to grow the
town beyond the current
capacity. Excellent health care
increases life expectancy and
there is a decline in death from
traffic accidents. Housing supply

Disaster resilience increases

increases from declining tourism.

There is growth in the have/have-not
divide and disadvantaged people are
crowded out of the town due to rising
housing costs. Efforts are made to
increase the town’s disaster resilience,
making it an attractive place to live for
those who can afford it. Access to health
care is expensive and limited. The road
toll is high.

Population grows through
migration and new children.
Children less likely to leave when
coming of age. Access to health
care is limited. The road toll is high.
New housing is built in rezoned
farm and forest land to house new
residents.

Population grows through
migration. Disadvantaged people
move from cities to take advantage
of cheaper rent. Children less likely

to leave when coming of age.
Access to health care is limited, but
of good quality. Housing availability
is a limiting factor, as is the need

for a sewerage system

Fertility

The fertility rate is at replacement
level. Child and maternal health is
excellent. Women can choose to
not have, or limit the number of
children they have. Forrest is a
desirable place to live and have
families.

The fertility rate is above replacement
level. Child and maternal health is
excellent. Women having children have
secure financial support. Forrest is safe
and parents are comfortable having and
raising children in the community.

The fertility rate is below
replacement level and there is
social pressure to limit children
to one per couple. Maternal and
reproductive health care is
excellent. Forrest is a desirable
place to live and have families.

Privileged people moving to the town
limit the number of children they have as
they see this as having an impact on
sustainability. Disadvantaged people limit
the number of children they have
because it is too expensive to have
children. Expensive health care affects
child and mother health outcomes. The
fertility rate is below replacement

The fertility rate is below
replacement. Women are choosing
to not have children, or limit the
number they have because Forrest
is not safe or resilient. Limited
health care access impacts child and
mother health outcomes.

The fertility rate is below
replacement. Women are choosing
to not have children, or limit the
number they have. Health care is
excellent, although some limit to
access impacts child and mother
health outcomes. Forrest is a
desirable place to live and have
families

Migration

Migration into the town is the
main driver of population growth.
Forrest is a desirable place to live

for families with young children
and retirees, with excellent health
care, safe water resources and
productive employment.
Alternative housing options such
as co-housing emerge to
sustainability house new residents
without rezoning land for new
housing

Migration into the town drives some
population growth, while migration of
young people away for work or university
limits it. Health care and safe water
supplies encourage in-migration. Forrest is
a desirable place to live for families with
young children and retirees. New housing
is built in rezoned land to house new
residents.

In- and out-migration is roughly
balanced. Forrest has excellent
health care, a new sewer system
and protection for ecosystems,
and enough jobs. Alternative
housing options such as co-
housing emerge to house new
residents. Policies to limit the use
of housing for profit increase
available housing supply

There is growth in the have/have-not
divide and disadvantaged people are
crowded out of the town due to rising
housing costs. There is growth in the
local job market for skilled workers.
Forrest’s local environment is a drawcard
for migration into the town. New and
existing residents make efforts to
preserve it for economic and their own
benefit

Migration into the town is a driver
of population growth, while
migration of young people away
from the town limits it. Rent is
cheap, so disadvantaged people
migrate to Forrest to take
advantage. Children are less likely
to leave town when coming of age
as disadvantage becomes
entrenched.

Migration into the town is the main
driver of population growth.
Forrest is safe and affordable,
encouraging retirees and families
with young children to migrate in.
Young people migrate out for
university or work, creating a
demographic gap in the 18-30 age
range

Inequality

Health care is excellent and
available to all. Water scarcity is
substantially reduced. There is
productive employment for all and

labour rights are protected. There

Health care is excellent and available to all.
Water scarcity is substantially reduced.
There is productive employment for all and
labour rights are protected. There is safe

Health care is excellent and
available to all. Water scarcity is
substantially reduced. There is
productive employment for all

and labour rights are protected.

Access to health care is limited and
expensive. Disadvantaged people suffer
disproportionately. People die from
preventable causes. The road toll is high.

Resident people who are disadvantaged

Access to health care is limited and
expensive. Disadvantaged people
suffer disproportionately from poor
health, water scarcity, and insecure

and unsafe housing. There aren’t

There are pockets of disadvantage
in the community but for the most
part the community support each
other when they are in need. The

escalation of house prices and lack
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are options for safe and affordable
housing for all, and the community
is resilient to disaster.

and affordable housing for all, and the
community is resilient to disaster.

There are options for safe and
affordable housing for all, and
the community is resilient to
disaster.

are crowded out of the town due to rising
housing costs.

enough jobs, young people drop
out of school and labour rights are
abolished.

of available rental properties are
crowding people out of town

International trade

International tourism, fueled by
protected and healthy ecosystems,
promotes a moderate level of
international trade at the local
scale. International tourism has
tradeoffs against carbon intensity.

International tourism, fueled by managed,
healthy ecosystems, promotes a high level
of international trade at the local scale.
International tourism has tradeoffs against
carbon intensity.

International trade is discouraged
as having too high an impact on
climate change. This means a
decline in tourism

International tourism, fueled by
protected and healthy ecosystems,
promote a moderate level of
international trade at the local scale.
International tourism has tradeoffs
against carbon intensity.

There is little to no international
tourism or trading with
international tourists

Niche agriculture and international

tourism promote a moderate level
of international trade at the local
scale. International tourism has

tradeoffs against carbon intensity.

Consumption &
diet

Prevention measures reduce
premature mortality from non-
communicable diseases. Resource
efficiency is improved, and
sustainable agriculture lessens
climate impact.

Consumption, materialism, tourism and
meat-rich diets high. Premature mortality
is reduced due to prevention for diseases

like diabetes and heart disease.
Ecosystems are highly managed to enable
maximum extraction.

Prevention measures reduce
premature mortality from non-
communicable diseases.
Resource efficiency is improved,
and sustainable agriculture
lessens climate impact.

Mortality is high from diseases like
diabetes and cardiovascular disease,
which are affected by poor diets and

disproportionately affect disadvantaged
people. Privileged people have better
access to sustainable resources;
disadvantaged people are more likely to
opt for cheaper, resource intensive
products

Material intensive consumption.
Mortality is high from diseases like
diabetes and cardiovascular
disease, which are affected by poor
diets. There is no protection of
ecosystems and natural resource
consumption is high.

Prevention measures reduce
premature mortality from non-
communicable diseases. Resource
efficiency is improved, but
economic growth has not been
decoupled from environmental
degradation. Sustainable
agriculture lessens climate impact.

Tourism

Sustainable tourism is booming
due to protection of local
ecosystems and climate related
disaster-resilience. A new sewer
system permits greater numbers of
tourists. Tourists feel safe visiting
Forrest.

Bike and walking trails are redeveloped,
local environment is highly managed. A
new sewer system permits greater
numbers of tourists. Disaster resilience is
improved, so tourists feel safe.

Tourism declines as it has too
high an impact on climate
change. Policies to limit the use
of housing for profit reduces the
supply of properties for tourism.

Tourism is moderate, focused on high
income tourists. It has created some jobs.
The caravan park has closed.
Accommodation providers purchase
available housing and drive up property
prices

Little investment means
degradation of the local
environment. Forrest is not safe
and resilient so people avoid visiting
in bushfire season.

Mountain biking infrastructure
improvements encourage more
tourists. Forrest is a desirable place
to visit. A new sewerage system is
required to cope with tourism in
the future

Technology
development

Technology development is rapid,
and Forrest becomes a
development hub for new climate
change adaptation and resilience
tech. Employment is high and
fulfilling. Tech also assists with
ecosystem management and
disaster resilience

Technology development is rapid, and
Forrest becomes a development hub for
new tech. Employment is high and
fulfilling. Tech also assists with ecosystem
management and disaster resilience

Technology development is rapid,
and Forrest becomes a
development hub for new
climate change adaptation and
resilience research. Employment
is high and fulfilling. Tech also
assists with ecosystem
management and disaster
resilience

Technology development is rapid, but it
only benefits people who are already
wealthy and privileged. Forrest has
become a development hub for new
technologies, including for climate
adaptation and resilience. The job
creation resulting from this is stratified.
Disadvantaged people are priced out of
the housing market as a result of the
technology hub

Technology development is slow,
and lack of reliable internet deters
people from starting businesses
locally.

There is some development of
technology, and promotion of
Forrest as a technology
development hub, but it is
hampered by poor internet access

Technology
transfer

Technology transfer is rapid,
benefitting all. This also
encourages the growth of the local
economy and enterprises

Technology transfer is rapid, benefitting
all. This also encourages the growth of the
local economy and enterprises

Technology transfer is rapid,
enabling benefits for all.

Technology transfer is rapid, encouraging
the growth of the local economy and
enterprises. This does not benefit
disadvantaged people who do not have
jobs or businesses

Technology transfer is slow, and
lack of reliable internet deters
people from starting businesses
locally.

Technologies exists but application
gets tied up in regulatory processes
and government wrangling

Carbon intensity

International tourism has a
negative impact on carbon
intensity (through air travel), but
locally there are positive impacts
and policies, such as a renewable
energy microgrid, halting
deforestation and protection of
terrestrial ecosystems

Use of fossil fuels is high, which has a
negative effect on the environment and
health outcomes. International tourism
and high consumption have a negative
impact on carbon intensity and climate

change mitigation

Renewable energy microgrid and
declining tourism leads to a
decrease in carbon intensity.
Ecosystem protection and a halt
to deforestation sees
improvements in CO2 capture

There has been moderate take-up of
renewable energy. Rich people can afford
EVs. The cost of solar panels is prohibitive

for some people. Ecosystems are
protected, mitigating carbon intensity.
Travelling to access health care increases
carbon intensity

People have to travel further for
health care, increasing transport
carbon intensity. Fossil fuel
extraction degrades the
environment. The lack of climate
mitigation effort means Forrest is
vulnerable to climate-related
disasters

International tourism has a
negative impact on carbon
intensity, but locally there are
positive impacts and policies, such
as investigation of a renewable
energy microgrid. The cost of solar
panels is prohibitive for some
people.
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Energy intensity

Resource efficiency is high,
lowering energy intensity.

Resource efficiency is not a priority, so
energy intensity is high. During times of
water scarcity, desalination and transport
of water is energy intensive. High energy
intensity has negative impact on climate
change mitigation

Resource efficiency is high,
lowering energy intensity.

Resource efficiency is uneven across the
community.

High — higher energy intensity
contributes to resources depletion
and can increase climate change
impact

Resource efficiency is uneven
across the community

Fossil constraints

Processes such as fracking are
banned, and use of fossil fuels are
constrained. There is local energy
microgrid to provide clean energy,

and EV chargers in town.

There are no constraints on fossil fuel use,
which has negative health and
environmental outcomes. All possible
methods of fossil fuel extraction are
employed.

Processes such as fracking are

banned, and use of fossil fuels

are constrained. There is local
energy microgrid to provide clean
energy, and EV chargers in town.

Anticipation of fossil fuel constraints
makes fuel prices volatile and increases
the cost of travelling to work or for
health care. There are not sustainable
and accessible public transport solutions.
This affects the disadvantaged
disproportionately. Only rich people can
afford to upgrade their vehicles or pay
extra for green energy.

There are no constraints on fossil
fuel use, which has negative health
and environmental outcomes. All
possible methods of fossil fuel
extraction are employed.

The policies of the federal
Government have an impact on the
speed of transition away from
fossil-fuels. There is investigation
into unconventional sources of
fossil fuels, such as fracking

Environment

Improving conditions over time
thanks to change in policy and
management. This has a positive
effect on tourism.

The local environment is highly managed
and engineered. This has a positive impact
on the economy but a negative impact on
climate change mitigation and biodiversity

Local ecosystems are
protected/conserved/restored
and the decrease in tourism and
halt to deforestation improves
the environment

Ecosystems are protected; economic
growth is being decoupled from
environmental degradation, improving
tourism; sustainable agriculture is a way
to lessen climate impact

Serious degradation due to the
abandonment of all policy and
management. Accelerating climate
change increases the risk of
disasters which the community is
not resilient against.

Local ecosystems are not protected
and are at risk. Economic growth
has not been decoupled from
environmental degradation. There
is a net negative effect on the
environment

Land use Ecosystems are protected and No protection of ecosystems, There is a medium level of
. . . . - logging ceases, with a positive Ecosystems are protected and loggin, expansion of agriculture and logging| regulation but ecosystems are not
Strong regulations to avoid Medium regulations lead to slow decline in EEING N p. v . p N ggl N P & geing| ree v .
. . . effect on tourism. Sustainable | ceases, with a positive effect on tourism. affects water resources. protected and are at risk of
environmental tradeoffs. the rate of deforestation. All native growth . . . . . .
Lo . Lo agriculture and protects Sustainable agriculture and protects Accelerating climate change degradation from land use change.
Deforestation is halted. This has a logging in the area eventually ceases, . - . e . . . . . Lo
L . . . ecosystems increases resilience ecosystems increases resilience to increases the risk of disasters which | There is a slow decline in the rate
positive effect on tourism. replaced by timber plantations R X . o . X .
to climate change related climate change related disasters the community is not resilient of deforestation, eventually leading
disasters against. to cessation.
Agriculture No protection of ecosystems;

The region becomes known for
small-scale sustainable farming.
Sustainable agriculture encourages
tourism. Community Supported
Agriculture models are
implemented to share the costs
and risks of farming with the
community.

Highly managed, resource intensive; rapid
increase in productivity. The region
becomes known for small-scale sustainable
farming. Water is trucked in during times
of drought.

Increased water security due to
ecosystem protection; communal
agriculture models are
implemented to share the output
of farming with the community.
Seed sharing becomes
widespread. Agriculture becomes
sustainable and resilient, and the
area becomes known for small-
scale sustainable farming

Increased water security due to
ecosystem protection; no increase in jobs
from increased productivity; sustainable
farming brings in tourists and assists with

restoration

intensification of agriculture has a
negative effect on the environment
and affects water resources.
Resource extraction puts
groundwater at risk. Increased ag
production does not lead to an
increase in employment.
Accelerating climate change
increases the risk of disasters which
the community is not resilient
against.

No protection of ecosystems;
intensification of agriculture has a
negative effect on the environment
and affects water resources,
although sustainable agricultural
practices moderate the effect
somewhat. Resource extraction
puts groundwater at risk. Increased
ag production does not lead to an
increase in employment.

Resilience against
climate change
impacts

Susceptible to bushfire and
drought but managed burning and
sustainable water use mitigate the
threat. There is a local renewable
energy microgrid. Forrest becomes

an incubator for climate change
resilience research.

The local environment is highly managed,
planned burns are done with regularity.
High use of fossil fuels increases the pace
of climate change. Water is managed and
trucked in when required.

Resource efficiency is improved,
increasing resilience against
bushfire and drought. Forrest
becomes an incubator for climate
change resilience research. There
is a local energy microgrid

Planned burns reduce bushfire risk,
sustainable water use protects against
drought; resource efficiency is improved;
sustainable agriculture assists with
environmental restoration

Outside interests interfere with
planned burning and increase
susceptibility to fire. Water use and
resources are not managed
sustainably and there is no guard
against drought. There are no
climate risk reduction efforts in
place

Susceptible to bushfire and drought
but managed burning and
sustainable water use mitigate the
threat. The Forrest community take
the initiative on climate resilience
projects as they receive little
support from Council or the Federal
government
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Access to health
facilities; water;
sanitation

Medical services are available
within town. Drought resilient
water infrastructure and a
sewerage system are built,
allowing greater numbers of
tourists.

Medical services are accessible in the
town, and universal access to health care.
Drought resilient water infrastructure and

a sewerage system are built. Water is

trucked in when required. health and

water improvements promotes sustainable
tourism.

Medical services are accessible in
the town, reducing preventable
mortality and supporting
treatment of substance abuse.
There is universal access to
sexual and reproductive health
care, and universal health care.
Drought resilient water
infrastructure and a sewerage
system are built through
community led initiatives. Water-
related ecosystems are
protected.

Health services are available but not
within the town. There is division over
the cost of a new sewerage system.
Disadvantaged people cannot afford to
fund sewerage improvements.
Availability of public toilets and showers
affects tourism.

Health services are only in the
major centres (e.g. Geelong,
Melbourne) and difficult to access.
Water supplies are vulnerable to
drought. The town is unsewered
and each property has their own
septic tank. Council are unwilling to
consider sewerage for the
township.

Health services are available but
not within the town. Water
supplies are vulnerable to drought.
The town is unsewered and each
property has their own septic tank.
Barwon Water are investigating
reticulated sewerage but it will
come at a cost. Availability of public
toilets and showers affects tourism.

Equity

There is universal access to health
care, no people suffering water
scarcity. There is full employment
for all and labour rights are
protected. There is access to safe
and affordable housing for all, and
a reduction in death from
disasters.

There is universal access to health care, no
people suffering water scarcity. There is
full employment for all and labour rights
are protected. There is access to safe and

affordable housing for all, and a reduction

in death from disasters.

There is universal access to
health care and a reduction in
preventable deaths. Water and
food scarcity is eliminated at the
local scale. There is full and
productive employment for all
and labour rights are protected.
There are policies to limit the use
of housing for profit, and thus
access to safe and adequate
housing for all

Equity is low at the local scale.
Disadvantaged people experience poor
outcomes disproportionately (eg health,
water and food scarcity). They are also
crowded out of the town due to rising
housing costs.

Equity is low at the local scale. The
community has regressed back to
the days of high economic
disadvantage. Access to health care
is limited. Decreased water and
food security affect disadvantaged
people disproportionately, and they
have greater immediate worries
than climate change impacts

Equity is medium at the local scale.
Health care is excellent and there is
universal health care, but there are
issues such as employment, labour
rights and housing access that
affect disadvantaged people

Social cohesion

Inequality is low, health outcomes
are positive, and there is
employment for all. Social
cohesion is high in a community
which feels safe and supports one
another.

Inequality is low, health outcomes are
positive, and there is employment for all.
Social cohesion is high in a community
which feels safe and supports one another.

Inequality is low, health
outcomes are positive, and there
is employment for all. Social
cohesion is high in a community
which feels safe and supports
one another

Health outcomes are undeven across the
community and stratified into levels of
privilege. The more privileged levels are
more cohesive. There is division in the

community over water infrastructure and

tourism.

Health outcomes are poor and
unemployment is high. Social
cohesion is low in a community
which has high inequality and is
divided over tourism and terrestrial
ecosystems (eg logging)

Inequality is moderate, but in
principle most people are socially
cohesive. Some people do not care
to be involved in the community

Societal
participation

A healthy and engaged community
are more likely to participate in
maintaining their social bonds and
common values.

A healthy and engaged community are
more likely to participate in maintaining
their social bonds and common values.

A healthy and engaged
community are more likely to
participate in maintaining their
social bonds and common values.

Societal participation is lower in those
who suffer disadvantage.

Inequality is high and societal
participation is low. Personal
resilience and equity are
contributing factors to community
resilience, and both these are
lacking

Participation is generally quite high
and the community are engaged.
Some people do not care to be
involved in the community.

Indigenous rights/
traditional
knowledge

There is universal access to health
care and productive employment
for all. The indigenous community
assist in protection, restoration
and management as stewards of
the land and water and traditional
knowledge.

There is universal access to health care and
productive employment for all. The
indigenous community assist in
engineering and management as stewards
of the land and water and traditional
knowledge.

There is universal access to
health care and productive
employment for all. The
indigenous community assist in
protection, restoration and
management as stewards of the
land and water and traditional
knowledge.

There is inequitable access to health care,
employment and housing for indigenous
people. They provide some assistance
with land and water management but do
not have the final say over contentious
issues

Indigenous rights and recognition
are no longer considered at all.
They suffer inequality and have no
say in the protection of their land.

There is inequitable access to
health care, employment and
housing for indigenous people.
They provide some assistance with
land and water management but
do not have the final say over
contentious issues
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The town shifts gradually to a more sustainable path. There has been significant take-up of renewable energy,
particularly solar panels, and the town generates all its own energy through a local microgrid (SDG 7). The
condition of the environment is improving over time thanks to changes in policy and management — for
instance, there are strong regulations on land use to avoid environmental trade-offs (SDG 15). Domestic
tourism is moderate and well managed to keep the environment pristine, focused on green- and eco-tourism,
and niche agriculture such as mushrooms, plus examples of regenerative farming also encourage visitors (SDG
8). The region becomes known for small-scale sustainable farming, and Community Supported Agriculture
models (where consumers pay in advance for regular deliveries of produce) are implemented to share the
costs and risks of farming with the community (SDG 2). Niche agriculture and international tourism promote a
moderate level of international trade at the local scale, although international tourism has trade-offs against
carbon intensity, primarily through air travel (SDG 13). The town is susceptible to bushfire and drought but
managed burning and sustainable water use mitigate the threat (SDG 6, 13, 15). Additionally, drought-resilient
water infrastructure and a sewerage system are built which increases resilience to climate change impacts
(SDG 6, 13). Forrest becomes an incubator for climate change resilience and technology research and this
encourages the growth of the local economy beyond tourism (SDG 13). At a social level, medical services and
excellent health care are available within the township (SDG 3). The population grows slowly through in-
migration and an ageing population, and alternative housing options such as co-housing emerge to sustainably
house new residents and increase the sense of community (SDG 11). Forrest is a desirable, safe place to live for
families with young children and retirees, as poverty and inequality has been reduced/eliminated and equity is
high (SDG 1, 10). The community values the Indigenous heritage of the land, recognises traditional owners and
adopts traditional land management practices (SDG 10, 15). The community is small, socially engaged, and
close-knit, and so have an advantage in being able to pull together to achieve implementation of the SDGs
(SDG 17).

On this pathway, there has been an economic boom, allowing investment in social institutions and the ‘lifting
up’ of many disadvantaged peoples (SDG 1, 10). This has occurred in concert with the exploitation of fossil fuel
reserves and intensive management of the environment, resulting in an increased pace of climate change (SDG
13, 15). Australia has high fossil fuel reserves and has had minimal take-up of renewable energy, impairing
achievement of climate action and sustainable consumption SDGs (SDG 7, 11, 13). In Forrest, results of
environmental management include earthmoving to create firebreaks for bushfire prevention and fracking for
fossil fuels (SDG 13, 15). These management techniques, combined with climate change, have a negative effect
on biodiversity even though improvements are seen in other ways (such as increased bushfire resilience) (SDG
13, 15). Land use regulation leads to a slow decline in the rate of native deforestation, replaced with timber
plantations (SDG 15). A new sewerage system and drought resilient water infrastructure permits greater
numbers of tourists and new residents, while desalinated water is trucked in when required (SDG 6, 8).
Agriculture such as dairy and beef farming, and mushroom growing is highly managed and resource intensive;
there is a rapid increase in productivity. The region becomes known for small-scale sustainable farming (SDG
2). This, as well as mountain biking, encourages domestic and international tourism to the region. International
tourism has trade-offs against carbon intensity, principally from air travel emissions (SDG 8, 13). There are high
levels of consumption, materialism, and meat-rich diets (SDG 12). There is rapid technology development and
Forrest becomes a development hub for new tech, allowing full and productive employment and growth in the
local economy (SDG 8). The community values the indigenous heritage of the land and recognises traditional
owners and traditional management practices for the local environment (SDG 10, 15). Poverty and inequality
are significantly reduced for all members of the community, so Forrest is a safe and desirable place to live, and
the population of the town grows through migration, births, and an ageing population (SDG 1, 2, 10). Medical
services are available within the town, and excellent health care improves outcomes post-natally and for
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elderly people (SDG 3). New housing is built in rezoned land to house new residents (SDG 11). Social cohesion
and engagement is high, meaning the community is able to pull together to achieve implementation of the
SDGs (SDG 17). The acceleration of climate change due to forces outside of the local level of control limits the
successful outcomes from SDG implementation (SDG 13).

The capitalist mantra of growth at all costs has been abandoned in this pathway (SDG 8). There is no drive to
grow the town beyond its current capacity. Forrest has excellent health care (SDG 3), a new sewerage system
(SDG 6), protection of local ecosystems (SDG 15) and enough jobs, funded by reinvestment of profits into the
community (SDG 8). Alternative housing options such as co-housing emerge to house new residents, and
policies to limit the use of housing for profit (for rental and tourism) increases available housing supply (SDG
11). Water scarcity is substantially reduced due to water reuse from the new sewerage system and
improvements to water collection methods (SDG 6) and the community is resilient to disasters (SDG 13).
Forrest is therefore a desirable place to live and raise families, although the fertility rate is below replacement
and there is social pressure to limit children to one per couple (SDG 12). Economically, all forms of tourism
decline as it has too high an impact on climate change (SDG 8), but in its place, Forrest becomes a
development hub for climate change adaptation and resilience research, resulting in fulfilling employment and
assisting with ecosystem management and disaster resilience (SDG 8, 13). There are renewable energy
microgrids in the greater Otway region and electric vehicle chargers available in the town (SDG 7). There is
clean and accessible public transport available to travel to local centres such as Colac and Geelong, but
travelling long distances is more difficult, and the community becomes a little isolated (SDG 10, 11). The
indigenous community assist in protection, restoration and management as stewards of the land and water,
and all indigenous rights are recognised and have been enshrined in the constitution (SDG 6, 10 15). Ecosystem
protection and a halt to deforestation sees improvements in CO2 capture (SDG 13, 15). Sustainable agricultural
practices and communal agricultural models allow the whole community to share the labour and output of
farming (SDG 2). Seed sharing becomes widespread (SDG 2). The community are highly cohesive and engaged,
and are focused on achieving the SDGs that do not emphasize economic growth for growth’s sake (SDG 17).

The gap between the haves and have-nots has widened (SDG 10). Poverty and inequality are high and
disadvantaged people are crowded out of the town due to rising housing costs (SDG 1, 10, 11). Access to
health care is expensive and limited (SDG 3), while privileged people moving to Forrest limit the number of
children they have as they see this as having a positive impact on sustainability (SDG 12). The local
environment is a drawcard for migration into the town and tourism, and thus new and existing residents make
efforts to preserve the environment for economic and their own benefits (SDG 6, 8, 15). Sustainable
agriculture lessens the impact of agriculture on the environment and on climate (SDG 2). Consumption, like
many things, is stratified: rich people have better access to sustainable resources while disadvantaged people
are more likely to opt for cheaper, resource intensive products (SDG 12). There are plans for a new sewerage
system, but there is division over the cost (SDG 6). Renewable energy and electric vehicles are available to
those who can afford it, although the cost is prohibitive for many and resource efficiency is uneven across the
community (SDG 7, 12). Forrest becomes a development hub for new technologies, including for climate
adaptation and resilience — this encourages the growth of the local economy but prices people out of the
housing market as prices rise due to demand (SDG 8, 11, 13). Community cohesion and participation is low and
stratified: only privileged community members believe that SDG implementation is in the best interests of the
community (SDG 17). There is a low chance of successful implementation of the SDGs as an integrated and
holistic set of goals in Forrest.
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This pathway is characterized by an insular perspective. Government policies change to focus on energy (SDG
7) and agricultural security (SDG 2) at the expense of education (SDG 4), health (SDG 3) and the environment
(SDG 6, 13, 15). Inequality is high and the community has regressed back to the days of high economic
disadvantage (SDG 1, 10). Consumption is materials intensive and meat consumption is high and
unsustainable, and only available to those who can afford it (SDG 12). Low investment and the abandonment
of policy and management results in serious degradation of the environment (SDG 6, 15). Likewise, with
minimal regulation for land use, deforestation continues, logging and large-scale agriculture intensifies (SDG
15), and sustainable agriculture practices decline (SDG 2). The effects of climate change have narrowed the
window to carry out prescribed burning and increased the community’s susceptibility to bushfire (SDG 13, 15).
Water use and resources are not managed sustainably and there is no guard against drought (SDG 6). There
has been minimal take-up of renewable energy such as solar panels, so unconventional fossil fuel resources
(e.g. fracking) are exploited in order to provide energy security (SDG 7). The internet is not reliable, deterring
people from starting local businesses, so the economy is neither diverse nor flourishing (SDG 8). There is some
domestic tourism, but people avoid visiting in bushfire season as the town is not safe or resilient (SDG 8, 13).
Health services are not available close by, only in the major centres (Geelong, Melbourne), and they are
difficult to access (SDG 3). This has an impact on post-natal health outcomes (SDG 5). Indigenous rights and
recognition are no longer considered at all (SDG 10). Land is rezoned for new housing to house new residents
(SDG 11), but Council are unwilling to consider sewerage for the township so any new housing developments
must have septic systems (SDG 6). The community is small and close-knit; few community members are
convinced that SDG implementation is in the best interests of the community, so there is a low chance of
successful SDG implementation (SDG 17).

This is a path in which not much changes from the status quo. The population grows slowly, through migration,
births and an ageing population. Health care is excellent, although access to health services is somewhat
limited within the town (SDG 3). Forrest is a safe place to live, and an attractive prospect for families with
young children and ‘treechanging’ retirees (SDG 11). However, the escalation of house prices and lack of
available rental properties are crowding people out of town; young people will generally move away from the
town for university or work once coming of age, leaving a demographic gap in the 18-30 year old range (SDG
11, 12). There are pockets of disadvantage but the community support each other when they are in need (SDG
1, 10). Indigenous rights are paid lip service and little changes for indigenous recognition (SDG 10). Domestic
tourism is moderate, focused on large-scale events and mountain biking, and investment in mountain bike
trails and public amenities lowers the impact on the environment (SDG 8, 15). International tourism has trade-
offs against carbon intensity (from air travel, SDG 13), but locally there are positive signs, such as investigation
of a renewable energy microgrid (SDG 7). To diversify the economy, there has been an attempt to promote
Forrest as a technology development hub, but it is hampered by poor internet access (SDG 8). Consumption is
materials intensive, and diets contain unsustainable levels of meat (SDG 12). The environment continues to
experience degradation, however regulations on land use lead to a slow decline in the rate of deforestation,
which eventually ceases (SDG 6, 13, 15). Small-scale agriculture is locally sustainable (SDG 2), and while there is
an increase in large-scale agricultural productivity, there is not a concurrent increase in employment (SDG 8).
Managed burns reduce bushfire risk (SDG 13, 15), and restrictions on water use protects against drought (SDG
6, 13), however water supplies are vulnerable to sustained drought (SDG 6). The Forrest community take the
initiative on climate resilience projects as they receive little support from Council or government (SDG 13). The
town is unsewered; Barwon Water are investigating reticulated sewerage but it will come at a cost (SDG 6).
The community is small and close-knit, but not all community members are convinced that the SDGs are in the
best interests of the community, implying a moderate chance of successful holistic SDG implementation (SDG
17).
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